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ANNE MOSSERI-MARLIO GALERIE, BASEL, PRESENTS MARU
BY GUTAI'S MINORU ONODA (1937-2008), 9" June-14" July 2017

Three decades of pantings fram the estate of the Japanese artist Minaru Onoda, wha featured in The
Guggaenhem Musaum's impartant recant survay af past-war Japanase art, 'Gutai: Splandd Playground ', are ta ba
exhibited at the Anne Massen-Marko Galene in Basal,

Minaru Onada is recogrised as an mpartant figure in the second wave of the Gutai Group. In 1985 after his
partcipation in the 3™ International Exhistion far Young Artists in Pans in 1964, he jpined the group as ane of its
yaungast members, and remained fathful thereafter to the dictum of the group's founder, Jira Yoshihara: “Dao
what has naver baen done bafare®.

Onoda exhibited cansistently in Japan throughout his Efe, ranely traveling abraad. His work has anly occasionally
baen exhbited in the West, and never before as a sola exiibition. Ths will alsa be the first tme that wark from his
astate, represanted by the Anne Massan-Mario Galerie, will ba avalable far pubbc and prvate calectans ta

acquire.

Thae tithe of the exhibition, 'MARL', which means arde, derivas from the artist's continuous engagement with the
mast casmic of geametric shapas. Fram the sary 1980s, after he had keft The Osaka Schodl of Art, and in
reaction to the type of "Art Informe!’ where 'all pantings looked e wals', Onoda began covaring his pantings
with arrangemaents of blue and black dots to create optical Busions and mavement. These blassom inta meticulous,
multoalaured, Bomarphic dat paintings which be called 'shy dreams’. With these swiding, almast psychedealc
pantings he explared the deas of multiphcation and mass producton which be described in his manifesto,
'Partings of Prafferation' {1961). Onoda exhibited in all the Gutal Group exhibitions that toak place in Japan
between 1985 and 1972,

In the 159705 he came claser to 'Op art', panting larger, radating planetany arches which flaat weightessly, alons
ar in ardarad groups, within seemingly manachrome, but teemng, detaided canvases, These compasibons are less
amanhic, mare simpkfied and mechanstc, As the 19805 progressed, Onoda facused mare an the flat surface
af the panting and its edgas; it appears as if the paint aazed anather calaur at its panmeater.

Sqnificant haldngs of his wark are in numenous museum calections, induding Ashiya City Museum of Art &
Histary, Japan; The Myag Musaum aof Art, Japan; Himep City Museum of Art, Japan; Hyogo Prefectural Museum
of Art, Japan.

The catalague far ths exhibition will incdlude a short text by Koch Kawasaks, the former Directar of Ashiya City
Mussum af Art & Histary, Japan, and Hyaga Prefectural Museum of Art, Kabe, Japan.

For Fress anquines and images, pkeasa contact: Sophie Maney, smaney@maneyplusart .com or
44 (0) 207 801 2421 and + 44 (0) 771 800 2453

Anna Massean-Marka Galene, Malzgasse 20, 40562 Basel, Switrarland, wiwiw.annamama.com
Editar's Mates

The Gutal Graup (1964-1972) was the first radical artistic movemant after Ward War Ilin Japan, Formed aganst
a backgraund af socal and paftical relexse after years of autocratic rube in Japan, its basic tenets ware
axpanmantabon and the abandanmant of ries. Ths nfluential group was nvalved in large-scale mulbmedia
arviranmeants, parfarmancas, and theatrical avents and emphasized the relationship batwean bady and matter in
pursuit af anginakty.



